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Biographical Summary 
 

I am a licensed mental health counselor and AASECT certified sex therapist in private practice in 
the pacific northwest, serving clients in the states of Florida, Oregon, New Mexico, and Washington. I 
specialize in treating clients who are members of gender, sexuality, and relationship diverse 
communities such as LGBTQ+, Kink / BDSM, and Consensually Nonmonogamous (CNM) clients.  

I completed my Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies in 2006 and my Master of Arts in Clinical 
Psychology in 2009. I anticipate finishing my Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology in 2026. My 
dissertation is a study of trends in the stigmatization of kink communities in mass new media over a 10-
year period (2014 – 2024).  

My research interests include broadly studying gender, sexual, and relationship diversity (GSRD) 
and studying kink and consensual nonmonogamy specifically. Additionally, I serve on the board of the 
National Coalition for Sexual Freedom (NCSF) and participate in advocacy, education, outreach, and 
research tasks with the NCSF. I participate in several other volunteer positions professionally and with 
community-based research efforts.  
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Education: Academic Degrees 
 

2026 Anticipated Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology California Southern University     4.000 GPA 
2020 Graduate Certificate in Human Sexuality Southwestern College    N/A  
2009 Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology Wheaton College      3.900 GPA 
2006 Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies Vanguard University 3.981 GPA 

 
 

Education: Professional Licensure, Certifications, & Notable Trainings 
 

• NM Licensed Counselor (LPCC # 0144871) • Gottman Method Trained Level 1,2, & 3  
• OR Licensed Counselor (LPC # C6334) • Fully Trained EMDR Professional (Part 1 & 2) 
• WA Licensed Counselor (LH # 60572039) • Sexual Health Alliance Certification in CNM 
• Florida Registered telehealth provider (# TPMC24) • QPR Certified Suicide Gatekeeper  
• Board Certified Counselor (NCC) with NBCC • NAMA Certified Anger Management Specialist I 
• AASECT Certified Sex Therapist (CST)  • CAMS Completely Trained  
• CITI Human Subjects Research Basic (Expires 1/4/27) • TF-CBT Certified (Expires 7/22/2030) 

See a complete list of professional trainings completed on https://www.steveratcliff.com/about.html#education  
 
 



 

Clinical Experience 
 

Private Practice Psychotherapist and Owner (06.2021 – Present)  
Liberated Counseling – Oregon City, OR 
• Provided mental health and sex therapy in individual and couples milieus via telehealth for patients in Oregon, 

New Mexico, Washington, & Florida. 
• Completed all clinical documentation and revised forms as field norms evolved. 
• Networked with other professionals and local minority groups in Oregon, New Mexico, and Florida. 
• Marketed practice through online profiles, to colleagues, and website. 
• Performed all administrative, bookkeeping, clinical and billing services for the business. 
 
Adjunct Professor (08.2022 – 12.2022) 
Lewis and Clark College – Portland, Oregon 
• Prepare syllabus and lesson plans for Advanced Sex Therapy Graduate Course. 
• Design PowerPoints and implement lessons. 
• Provide on demand consultation with students regarding clinical topics and the internships.  
• Teach weekly 3-hour classes for 10-week, Advanced Sex Therapy Graduate Course. 
• Assigned and grade student assignments including reflection papers, group assignments, and papers. 
 
Private Practice Psychotherapist and Owner (01.2012 – 04.2022)  
Families First Therapy – Albuquerque, NM 
• Provided counseling in family, individual, and couples milieus, including completing all clinical documentation. 
• Ongoing networking with schools, juvenile probation, child protective services, local courts, and other 

professionals. 
• Designed, launched and maintained marketing the practice presentations, informal networking, social media, 

and website mediums. 
• Performed all administrative, accounting, business, and billing services for the practice. 
• Prepared and presented continuing education seminars for licensed professionals and local agencies.   
• Presented professional consultation on various topics including ethics, sexuality, diversity, and private 

practice. 
 
Psychotherapist (11.2009 – 01.2013)  
La Familia / Namaste – Albuquerque, Los Lunas, Santa Fe, and Gallup, NM 
• Provided counseling in family, individual, couples, and group (examples - boy’s group and parenting group) 

milieus. 
• Networked with schools, juvenile probation, child protective services, local courts, and other professionals. 
• Provided case management services as requested by clients and as deemed appropriate. 
• Perform clinical intake assessments for outpatient and treatment foster care programs. 
• Provided adoption counseling with children in treatment foster care. 
• Researched and presented didactic continuing education seminars for Treatment Foster Care Parents. 
• Developed, marketed, and implemented an outpatient program in the Gallup and Zuni communities. 
 
Community Behavioral Health Clinician (03.2012 – 11.2012) 
Children, Youth, and Families Department (CYFD): Juvenile Justice Division – Albuquerque, NM 
• Provided clinical oversight, didactic trainings, and clinical supervision of over twenty probation officers for over 

500 adolescents involved with the juvenile justice system. 
• Provided crisis interventions and supportive counseling as needed with youth in the juvenile justice system. 
• Monitored clinical services provided to over 500 adolescents in the juvenile justice system to ensure best-

practices and quality care. 
 

Clinical Substance Abuse and Domestic Violence Treatment Practicum (08.2008 – 06.2009) 
Dupage County Psychological Services - Wheaton, IL 
• Co-facilitated Outpatient and Intensive Outpatient Substance Abuse, Dual-Diagnosis, and Domestic Violence 

therapy groups. 
• Provided individual therapy and conducted intake evaluations for clients. 
• Taught court-mandated cannabis education and risk education courses. 



 

 
Anger Management Instructor (01.2007 – 11.2009)    
JUST of Dupage program, Dupage County Jail – Wheaton and various other locations, IL  
• Taught weekly classes on anger management for men and women incarcerated in the Dupage county jail. 
• Collaborated with a team to design and refine a published anger management course curriculum. 

         
Assistant Director of Youth and Family Programs (08.2003 – 01.2007)     
Fred Jordan Missions - Los Angeles, CA 
• Managed a bi-weekly after school program that involved tutoring, teaching modules, and planning curriculum 

for over 200 at risk youth. 
• Supervised a food pantry that distributed groceries for 400 families and underserved individuals and families. 
• Facilitated the distribution of hygiene and clothing materials to 250 women each week. 
• Networked with local service organizations to recruit and train volunteers. 
• Planed and lead summer educational trips for over 100 at risk children and adolescents. 
• Served as a camp counselor for over 50 at risk children and adolescents during summer camps. 
• Taught a weekly computer training and career development class for Men in the residential addiction recovery 

program. 
• Managed the planning and operation of major outreach events, providing the local underserved community 

with hot meals, school supplies, clothing, shoes, and hygiene items. These 5-6 annual events were attended 
by over 10,000 people. 

 
 

Professional Memberships & Associations (8) 
 

• American Association of Sexuality Educators, Counselors & Therapist (AASECT) 
• American Counseling Association (ACA) 
• American Psychological Association (APA) 
• International Academy of Sex Research (IASR) 
• The International Center for Clinical Excellence (ICCE) 
• The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
• The National Coalition for Sexual Freedom (NCSF) 
• The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality (SSSS) 
 
Grant & Scholarship Awards (4) 
 

2025 American Institute of Bisexuality Travel Grant International Academy of Sex Research 

2021 SMSNA Conference Mental Health Professional Stipend Medical Conference Travel Support 

2020 CARES Act Phase 2 Funding Mental Health Provider COVID Support  

2020 Bernalillo County CARES Behavioral Health Provider Grant Mental Health Provider COVID Support  
 

Conferences Attended (50) 
 

2025, 2024, 2023, 2021, 

2020, 2018 

AASECT: American Association of Sexuality Educators, Counselors and Therapists  

2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 

2014  

ACA: American Counseling Association  

2026, 2025, 2024 American Psychological Association National Conference 

2011 Annual Navajo Adolescent Health Conference – Farmington, NM 

2021 Alt Sex NYC Conference 

2022, 2021 CARAS-CLAW Conference 

2018 Dialogues on Pornography Symposium – Santa Fe, NM 



 

2025, 2023 International Academy of Sex Research (IASR) 

2022 Interdisciplinary Coalition of North American Phenomenologists Conference 

2024 International Society for the Study of Women’s Sexual Health (ISSWSH) 

2021 Multiplicity of the Erotic (MOTE) Conference 

2022, 2024 Mental Health Academy - Suicide Prevention Summit 

2022, 2021, 2019 NASW-NM: National Association of Social Workers – Albuquerque, NM 

2017 National Center for Responsible Gaming Conference – Albuquerque, NM 

2022, 2021, 2020, 2017 New Mexico Annual Sexuality & Gender Diversity Health Summit – Albuquerque 

2019, 2017, 2011 NMCA: New Mexico Counseling Association – Albuquerque, NM 

2021 Non-monogamies and Contemporary Intimacies e-conference 

2022 Oregon Counseling Association Conference – Portland, OR 

2025 Pink Therapy Conference 

2021 Sexual Medicine Society of North America (SMSNA) 

2024 Society for Family Planning National Conference 

2025 Society for Police and Criminal Psychology Conference 

2022, 2021  Southwest Love Fest  

2026, 2025, 2024, 2023, 

2021 

The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality (SSSS) Conference 

2020 Unraveling the Acronym: Understanding the LBTQIA2+ Experiences & Subcultures  

2021 World Association for Sexual Health (WAS) 
 
 

Research Experience (9) 
 

Dr. Bryce Westlake’s Study (05.2024 – Present) – Conducted data analysis and paper write ups with various teams 
for an international study of kink involved individuals overseen by Dr. Bryce Westlake.  
 
A scoping review of news media trends in the stigmatization of kink (06.2023 – Present) – This is my dissertation 
research due to be completed in 2026. This study is ongoing with planned publication after defense in 2026.  
 
Authority Transfer Study (12.2021 – Present) - Co-Principle Investigator of this ongoing study conducted by 
TASHRA. This study is estimated to complete and publish in 2026. 
 
Kink and Flourishing Study (06.2022 – 01.2026) - Volunteered on this study conducted by TASHRA. This study is 
completed and is being analyzed with results having been presented at conferences and pending publications.  
 
PrEP for Kink Study (04.2022 – 01.2026) – Volunteered on this study conducted by TASHRA. This study had to be 
stopped due to loss of funding but explored reaching unmet kink-involved populations regarding information about 
PrEP. 
 
International Kink Health Survey (10.2020 – 01.2026) – Lead Research Associate for this study conducted by 
TASHRA. This study conducted a first round of data collection that is currently being analyzed with results having 
been presented to several conferences and pending publication. Follow-up longitudinal studies were halted due to 
loss of funding.  
 
A Fertile Ground for Study: Understanding Breeding Kinks in the United States (02.2024 – 02.2025) – Participated 
in data analysis and initial paper write up on this study that is the studying this emerging fetish population. 
 



 

Variables that effect cell phone use while driving (09.2007 – 12.2007) – Co-lead this unpublished research study 
during my Master of Arts degree as a part of our research methods course. 
 
Anger Management Curriculum Pilot Testing (01.2007 – 09.2009) – Co-lead this unpublished research study pilot 
testing this curriculum that was later implemented in correctional settings in the Chicago suburbs.  

 

 

Publication Activity       
 

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=R14U6OgAAAAJ&hl=en&authuser=1  

Web of Science: https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/KBQ-1160-2024 

Research Gate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Stephen-Ratcliff-2  

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0009-0002-8535-4440 

 
Publication Activity: Manuscripts in Preparation (9) 

 

Ratcliff, S. E. (TBD). Exploring an institutional driver of stigma: Mass news media trends in the stigmatization of  

kink populations from 2014 to 2024. Journal of Social Media + Society. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION. 

Ratcliff, S. E. (TBD). A scoping review with content analysis of mass news media stigmatization of kink  

populations in publications from 2014 to 2024. [Doctoral Dissertation, California Southern University]. 

ProQuest Dissertations and Thesis Global. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION. 

Ratcliff, S.E. (TBD). A SCOPING REVIEW OF NEWS MEDIA TRENDS IN THE STIGMATIZATION OF  

KINK. [Doctoral Dissertation, California Southern University]. California Southern University Library 

Repository. URL TBD. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION. 

Sunassee, A. A., Glynn, E., Ratcliff, S. E., Westlake, B. (TBD). Connecting the Dots: Discovering the Connections  

Between BDSM and Self Growth. Culture, Health, and Sexuality. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION. 

Randall, A., Ratcliff, S.E., Wootton, A. R., Forer, R., Smith, K., & Olson, I.R., Anderson, K. (TBD).  

Demographics, Kink Behaviors, and Kink Identities: A Preliminary Report from the International Kink 

Health Study. Archives of Sexual Behavior. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION 

Kunstman, B., Derringer, J., Ratcliff, S.E., Westlake, B. (TBD). Kink and Parenting. MANUSCRIPT IN  

PREPARATION. 

Burton, R. & Ratcliff, S. E. (TBD). Expanding evolutionary psychological theory on the origins of kink to include  

socially adaptive behaviors. Journal of Positive Sexuality. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION 

Olson, I.R.., Cummings, K., Kislovskiy, Y., & Ratcliff, S.E. (TBD). A Fertile Ground for Study – A Step Towards  

Understanding Breeding Kinks in the United States. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION. 

Ratcliff, S.E., Sunassee, A.A., Wootton, A. R., Westlake, B. (TBD). Trauma play experiences in a  

sample of kink community members. MANUSCRIPT IN PREPARATION. 

 
Publication Activity: Submitted Manuscripts (5) 

 

Lehman, J., Chadwick, K. L., Helmer, J. Sunassee, A., Randall, A., Wooton, A., Ratcliff, S. E.,  

Olson, I. R., Clayton, S., Levy, A., Mayers, K., Lanier, C., & Ziemann, S. (TBD). Healing and Flourishing 

through Kink: Initial Findings from a Community-Based Mixed Methods Study. Archives of Sexual 

Behavior. MANUSCRIPT SUBMITTED AND IN REVIEW. 

Randall, A. M., Ratcliff, S. E., Cummings, K., Fightmaster, E., Sunassee, A. A., Anderson, K. D., Forer, R., Wert,  



 

E., Sprick, N. R., & Harvey, N. M. (TBD). Coming Out (or not) as Kinky: Disclosure and concealment of 

sexually diverse identities to counselors. Journal of Counseling and Development. MANUSCRIPT 

SUBMITTED AND IN REVIEW. 

Ratcliff, S.E., Wright, S., Hebernick, D., Sunassee, A. A., Cummings, K., Zachary, T., Randall, A., Stambaugh, R.,  

Strack, G., Brown, D. D., & Korol-Evans, K. T. (TBD). Why Sexual Choking Isn’t as Safe as You Think: 

Safety and Harm Reduction Advice from Sex Researchers and Kink Educators. Archives of Sexual 

Behavior.  MANUSCRIPT SUBMITTED AND IN REVIEW. 

Westlake, B., Olson, I.R., & Ratcliff, S.E. (TBD). Even the toughest ties need a little tenderness: Experiences of  

aftercare and drop among an international sample of kink practitioners. Journal of Health and Social 

Behavior. MANUSCRIPT SUBMITTED AND IN REVIEW. 

Ratcliff, S. E. & Goerlich, S. (2026 estimated). Affirming Treatment of Kinky Clients Feeling their Sexuality is  

Compulsive. In edited book by Silva Neves. PUBLICATION PENDING. 

 
Publication Activity: Published Manuscripts (17) 

 

Ratcliff, S.E., Westlake, B. & O’Neal, A. (2024). Only as a Last Resort: Perceptions of Police Among  

Gender, Sexual, and Relationally Diverse (GSRD) BDSM / Kink Practitioners. Policing and Society, 0(0). 

Advanced Online Publication. https://doi.org/10.1080/10439463.2024.2435405 

Sprott, R.A., Anderson, K. Mulwa, K., Ratcliff, S.E., Wootton, A.R., Forer, R., Captein, W., Harvey, N., & Randall,  

A.  (2024). Investigating the Invisible: A randomized controlled pilot study testing the Entertainment-

Education Model to Provide a PrEP Education Intervention to Disregarded Kink-Involved Populations. Aids 

Education and Prevention, 36(5), 341-353. https://doi.org/10.1521/aeap.2024.36.5.341 

Ratcliff, S. E., Olson, I. R., Levy, A., Sprott, R. A., Chadwick, K. L., Lehman, J., Helmer, J., & Sunassee, A.  

(2024). Introducing the kink and flourishing study: Help our community-based, volunteer study find its folks! 

Association of Counseling Sexology & Sexual Wellness Newsletter, 5(2), 11-18. 

Ratcliff, S. E. (2023). Centering the Voices of the Disabled. NCSF Board Member Diversity Moment.  

https://ncsfreedom.org/  

Ratcliff, S., & Nickeson, Z. (2022). Tashra's elemental kink readiness to advanced kink proficiencies for medical  

and mental health providers. The Journal of Sexual Medicine, 19(11), S42-S43. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsxm.2022.10.089   

Ratcliff, S., & Nickerson, Z. (2022). 96 TASHRA's Core Competencies: The Development and Introduction: of  

Clinical Competencies for the Treatment of Kink Populations. The Journal of Sexual Medicine, 19(4), S49. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jsxm.2022.01.108  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2022). Deconstructing Kink Popularity Dynamics. NCSF Board Member Diversity Moment.  

https://ncsfreedom.org/ 

Ratcliff, S. E. (2021). Unlearning Couple Centrism. NCSF Board Member Diversity Moment.  

https://ncsfreedom.org/ 

Sprott, R.A., Randall, Engel, K., A., Wert, E., Ratcliff, S. E., Nickeson, Z.L., & Jameson, C. (2021). Elemental kink  

readiness to advanced kink proficiencies for medical and mental health providers. https://www.tashra.org   

Ratcliff, S. E. (2019). Rediscovering a love for psychotherapy through doctoral work. American Counseling  



 

Association Member Blog. https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-

blogs/2019/03/13/rediscovering-a-love-for-psychotherapy-through-doctoral-work  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2016). Clients getting worse in counseling. American Counseling Association Member Blog.  

https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-blogs/2016/07/14/client-s-

getting-worse-in-counseling  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2014). Stuck in that blasted family of origin role. American Counseling Association Member Blog.  

https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-blogs/2014/05/12/stuck-in-

that-blasted-family-of-origin-role  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2013). Teachable Moments. American Counseling Association Member Blog.  

https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-

blogs/2013/01/29/teachable-moments  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2013). And the media traumatizes another. American Counseling Association Member Blog.  

https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-blogs/2013/06/17/and-the-

media-traumatizes-yet-another-  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2012). A lesson in unconditional positive regard. American Counseling Association Member Blog.  

https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-blogs/2012/12/20/a-

lesson-in-unconditional-positive-regard  

Ratcliff, S. E. (2012). Where will the horror end? American Counseling Association Member Blog.  

https://archive.counseling.org/news/aca-blogs/aca-member-blogs/aca-member-blogs/2012/12/17/where-

will-the-horror-end-  

Swanson, K., and Ratcliff, B., and Ratcliff, S.E. (2009). Anger Management Curriculum: A 12-week program  

designed for use in a correctional setting. Billy Graham Center: Institute for Prison Ministries.  
 

Publication Activity: Journal Article Peer Reviews (5) 
 

#  Journal Name #  Journal Name 
2 Sexual and Relationship Therapy 1 Research Involvement and Engagement 
1 Translational Issues in Psychological Science 1  Sexuality Research and Social Policy 

  
 

Teaching Experience: Undergraduate & Graduate Courses Taught (2) 
 

Spring 2025 Sexual Attitudes Reassessment (SAR) at University of Michigan School of Social Work Sexual 
Health Certificate Program 

Fall 2022 Advanced Sex Therapy at Lewis and Clark College Graduate School in Portland, OR 
 

 

Teaching Experience: Pending Conference Presentations (1) 
Ratcliff, S.E. and Carlin, Z. (2026, May 1-3). Introduction to cultural competence for clinicians working with kinky  

clients [Conference presentation]. Washington Mental Health Counselors Association Annual Conference, 

Seattle, WA, United States. APPROVED AND PENDING PRESENTATION. 
 

Teaching Experience: Conference Presentations (28) 
Kunstman, B. L., Derringer, J., Ratcliff, S.E., Westlake, B. (2025, November 12-16). Parents are Kinky Too: A  

Mixed-Methods Study Exploring the Intersections of BDSM and Parenting [Conference poster 

presentation]. The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, Philadelphia, PA, United States.  

Ratcliff, S.E., Lucke, S., Zal, F., Norman, J., Lentenbrink, L. (2025, November 12-16). The Launching of the  



 

Public Beta Version of the Kink Literature Database Project [Conference presentation]. The Society for the 

Scientific Study of Sexuality, Philadelphia, PA, United States.  

Lehamn, J., Chadwick, K., Wootton, A., Randall, A., & Ratcliff, S.E. & Westlake, B. (2025, November  

12-16). The Role of Attachment in Healing through Kink: Findings from a Community-Based Mixed 

Methods Study [Conference poster presentation]. The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, 

Philadelphia, PA, United States.  

Zachary, T. & Ratcliff, S.E. (2025, September 24-27). Recent trends in “Consensual” sexual choking. [Conference  

poster presentation]. Society for Police and Criminal Psychology Conference, Anaheim, CA, United States.  

Ratcliff, S.E. (2025, September 24-27). Culturally Competent and Trauma-Informed Interrogatories for Interacting  

with Kink Sexual Minority Populations [Conference panel presentation]. Society for Police and Criminal 

Psychology Conference, Anaheim, CA, United States.  

Zachary, T., Wright, S., Ratcliff, S. E., & Stambaugh, R. (2025, August 7-9). Service Professionals Survey  

Regarding Alt Sex Practitioners [Conference poster presentation]. American Psychological Association 

Conference, Denver, CO, United States.  

King, K., Berkey, B., Mendoza, K., Kimmel, D., Randall, A., Zachary, T., & Ratcliff, S.E. (2025, August 7-9).  

Recognizing and validating relationship diversity in older sexual minorities [Conference symposium 

presentation]. American Psychological Association Conference, Denver, CO, United States.  

Randall, A., Lehman, J., Helmer, J., & Ratcliff, S.E. (2025, August 7-9). Symposium: The kink and flourishing  

study: Impact of kink involvement in people’s personal growth and healing [Conference continuing 

education presentation – Feature stage]. American Psychological Association Conference, Denver, CO, 

United States.  

Anderson, K. Jr. & Ratcliff, S.E. (2025, June 23-26). The Ethics of Doing Research with Kink Involved Populations  

[Conference poster presentation]. International Academy of Sexuality Research Conference, Portland, ME, 

United States.  

Ratcliff, S.E. & Westlake, B. (2025, June 23-26). An international survey of kink practitioners’ pathways,  

motivations, and purposes for engaging in BDSM [Conference poster presentation]. International Academy 

of Sexuality Research Conference, Portland, ME, United States.  

Lehman, J., Ratcliff, S.E. Randall, A., Helmer, J., & Chadwick, K. (2025, June 23-26). Healing and flourishing  

through kink: Initial findings from a community-based mixed methods study [Conference poster 

presentation]. International Academy of Sexuality Research Conference, Portland, ME, United States. 

Lehman, J., Sprott, R., Chadwick, K., Olson, I., Randall, A., Ratcliff, S., & Helmer, J. (2024, November 14-16).  

Healing and flourishing through kink: Initial findings from a community-based mixed methods study 

[Conference presentation – Lehman presented, others authored presentation]. The Society for the 

Scientific Study of Sexuality Conference, San Diego, CA, United States. 

Sprott, R.A. & Ratcliff, S.E.. (2024, August 8-10). Division 44 Special Session: BDSM / Kink research symposium  

[Conference presentation]. American Psychological Association Conference, Seattle, WA, United States. 
Mittal, S., Zal, F., Ratcliff, S.E., Chadwick, K. (2024, August 8-10). Using kink to heal past trauma [Conference  

presentation]. American Psychological Association Conference, Seattle, WA, United States. 
Sprott, R.A., Randall, A., Ratcliff, S.E. (2023, November 16-19). Prep for Kink: A Culturally Informed Approach to  



 

HIV Prevention Research in the Kink-Involved Population [Conference presentation]. The Society for the 

Scientific Study of Sexuality Conference, New Orleans, LA, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. & Zal, F. (2022, November 17-19). Healing with play: Trauma informed kink healing methods  

[Conference presentation]. Oregon Counseling Association Conference, Portland, OR, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2022, June 24). Providing Culturally Competent Care to Sexually and Relationally Diverse Clients  

[Conference presentation]. Mosaic of Relationships Conference, Albuquerque, NM, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2022, April 27 – May 1). Professionals who serve and are members of the Kink Communities  

[Conference presentation]. Cleveland Leather Annual Weekend Conference, Cleveland, OH, United 

States. 
Jones, T. & Ratcliff, S.E. (2022, April 15-17). The Relationship Dance for ADHD Open Relationships [Conference  

presentation]. Southwest Love Fest Conference, Tucson, AZ, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2022, March 22-25). Introducing TASHRA’s Elemental Kink Readiness to Advanced Kink  

Proficiencies for Medical and Mental Health Providers [Conference presentation]. National Association of 

Social Workers, New Mexico Chapter Conference, Albuquerque, NM, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2021, November 26-28). TASHRA’s Core Competencies: The development and introduction of  

Clinical Competencies for the Treatment of Kink Populations [Conference presentation]. The Community-

Academic Consortium for Research on Alternative Sexualities (CARAS) and the Cleveland Leather 

Awareness Weekend (CLAW) Conference, Los Angeles, CA, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2021, November 18-21). TASHRA’s Core Competencies: The development and introduction of  

Clinical Competencies for the Treatment of Kink Populations [Conference presentation]. The Society for 

the Scientific Study of Sexuality Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2021, October 21-24). TASHRA’s Core Competencies: The development and introduction of  

Clinical Competencies for the Treatment of Kink Populations [Conference presentation]. Sexual Medicine 

Society of North America Fall Scientific Meeting, Phoenix, AZ, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. & Nickeson, Z.L. (2021, September 9-12). TASHRA’s Core Competencies: The development and  

introduction of Clinical Competencies for the Treatment of Kink Populations [Conference presentations]. 

The World Association for Sexual Health Conference, Cape Town, South Africa.  
Ratcliff, S.E. (2021, April 21-23). Cultural Competence in Clinical work with Consensually Nonmonogamous  

Clients [Conference presentation]. National Association of Social Workers, New Mexico Chapter 

Conference, Albuquerque, NM, United States. 
Ratcliff, S.E. (2019, June 21). A clinician’s guide to ethics and safety in the use of technology [Conference  

presentation]. NM Synergy Conference, Albuquerque, NM, United States. 

Ratcliff, S.E. (2019, March 22-23). Staying Ethical and Safe while using Technology [Conference presentation].  

New Mexico Counseling Association Conference, Albuquerque, NM, United States. 

Ratcliff, S.E. (2019, March 6-9). Staying Ethical and Safe while using Technology [Conference presentation].  

National Association of Social Workers, New Mexico Chapter Conference, Albuquerque, NM, United 

States. 
 

  



 

Teaching Experience: Professional Presentations & Seminars (89) 
Private Practice Entrepreneurship (12) 

03.17.2023; 02.11.2022, 06.04.2021, 
02.07.2020, 03.01.2019, 02.08.2018, 
12.08.2017, 11.11.2016, 02.26.2016, & 
03.21.2014 

How to Start a Private Practice Highlands University 

04.08.2022 Growing your Private Practice Highlands University 
09.06.2014 Starting your own private practice Families First Therapy 

Agency 
 

Clinical Psychotherapy Ethics (19) 
09.21.2024  Bound by Ethics: Navigating the Intersection of Kink and 

Clinical Practice 
TASHRA 

10.08.2021 HIPAA and Misc. Ethics Healthy Families Agency 
03.19.2021, 12.13.2019, 
05.24.2019, 06.01.2018, 
02.24.2017, & 06.26.2015 

Psychotherapy Ethics Highlands University 

06.02.2020 Technology Ethics during COVID-19 Mindful Counseling Agency 
05.06.2020 Staying Ethical & Safe while using Technology Highlands University 
09.20.2019 Clinician Burnout Prevention  NMCCS Consultation Group 
08.17.2018 Psychotherapy Ethics NMCCS Consultation Group 
01.16.2018 HIPAA Compliance and Updates Healthy Families Agency 
10.17.2017 Ethical and Legal Compliance Healthy Families Agency 
07.24.2015 & 01.30.2015 Ethics, laws, and making sense of it all Turning Point Recovery 

Agency 
08.04.2014 Ethics, laws, and making sense of it all Families First Therapy 

Agency 
09.10.2011 Self-care / Confidentiality / Ethics / Risk / Protective factors and 

lifespan mental health 
Namaste Counseling 
Agency 

01.07.2011 Self-care and burnout avoidance Namaste Counseling 
Agency 

 

Cultural Competence (8) 
06.13.2026 Culturally Competent and Affirming Counseling with Kink 

Populations 
MSTI 

10.30.2020 Cultural Competence in Clinical work with Consensually 
Nonomogamous Clients 

NMCA-NM CE Series 

10.18.2019 Cultural Competence in Clinical work with Consensually 
Nonomogamous Clients 

NMCCS Consultation Group 

04.08.2020, 03.27.2019,  
04.08.2016 

Cultural Competence in Clinical Work with Sexual and Gender 
Minority Clients 

Highlands University 

07.07.2016 Sex Positive Psychology Highlands University 
03.10.2017 Introduction to Gottman’s research and LGBTQ treatment 

implications 
LGBTQ+ Consultation 
Group 

 

Suicide Prevention & Treatment (8) 
12.07.2021 Black & Blue: Suicide in our own leather, kink and queer communities  TASHRA 
06.05.2015 Suicide prevention for the LGBTQ community LGBTQ+ Consultation Group 
05.01.2015 Suicide prevention, intervention, & treatment Turning Point Recovery Agency 
03.27.2015 Suicide prevention, intervention, & treatment Highlands University 
05.02.2014 Suicide prevention, intervention, & treatment Families First Therapy Agency 
04.12.2014 QPR Suicide Triage Technique and Self-Harm Open Skies Agency 
08.10.2012 Suicide Risk and Protective Factors Bernalillo Co. Juv. Probation 
09.15.2011 Suicide triage and risk factors Namaste Counseling Agency 

 

Psychological Trauma (18) 
06.02.2014 Developmental impact of psychological trauma Families First Therapy Agency 
02.15.2013 Developmental Impact of Psychological Trauma for 

Children and Adolescents 
Highlands University 

12.09.2011 The developmental impact of psychological trauma Highlands University 
12.03.2010, 12.18.2010, 
03.11.2011, 04.02.2011, 
04.03.2011, 06.04.2011, 
06.05.2011  

CYFD trauma training module Namaste Counseling Agency 

05.06.2011 Stress-Diathesis Model Namaste Counseling Agency 



 

02.03.2011 Attachment Model & Child Development Namaste Counseling Agency 
01.21.2011 Stress-disease model Namaste Counseling Agency 
12.17.2010 Trauma-based pathology and interventions Namaste Counseling Agency 
10.22.2010 Neurosequential treatment model Namaste Counseling Agency 
09.25.2010 & 11.18.2010 Karin Purvis model Namaste Counseling Agency 
09.25.2010 Attachment-focused treatment with adolescents 

diagnosed with co-morbid addiction and trauma 
Namaste Counseling Agency 

 

Addiction (8) 
02.10.2014 Interventions for CSWs to utilize in helping clients who are 

addicted 
Open Skies Agency 

02.03.2014 Introduction to Addictions McKinley County Schools 
11.07.2013 Introduction to Addictions and DSM 5 Bernalillo Co. Juv. Probation 
11.13.2012 Update on substance abuse drugs of abuse Bernalillo Co. Juv. Probation 
11.02.2012 Update on substance abuse drugs of abuse Bernalillo Co. Juv. Probation 
09.02.2010 Working with adolescents with dual-diagnosis Namaste Counseling Agency 
08.06.2010, 
08.13.2010 

Introduction to Addiction Namaste Counseling Agency 

 

Child & Adolescent (5) 
01.13.2012 Working with oppositional and defiant children La Familia Agency 
12.14.2011 Play as communication Namaste Counseling Agency 
08.17.2011 Practical interventions and TFC focused behaviors Namaste Counseling Agency 
02.05.2011 Bullying and empathy development Namaste Counseling Agency 
12.03.2010 Practical Interventions in working with children Namaste Counseling Agency 

 

Miscellaneous (11) 
10.04.2024, 10.05.2024 Unveiling Desires and Distinguishing Distress: Understanding 

the Nuances Between Kink and Self-Harm 
TASHRA 

09.07.2024  Well-Matched Lovers: The Dance of Kinky and Neurodiversity TASHRA 

07.16.2022, 11.11.2023 Doubly Gifted: Kinky and Neurodiverse TASHRA 

03.10.2023 Introduction to Gender, Sexual, and Relationship Diversity Clinical Assessment Group 

04.14.2023 Getting your Kinks in: Neurodiversity and BDSM KPACT 
10.26.2021; 
Asynchronous Recording 
2022 

Develop your KISS (Kink Inclusive Supervision Services): 
Supervising Clinicians working with Kinky Clients 

TASHRA 

10.20.2017 Treating Relationship Betrayals NMCCS Consultation Group 
04.22.2016 Mindfulness based interventions for helpers Turning Point Recovery 

Agency 
07.27.2011 Psychotropic medication overview Namaste Counseling 

Agency 
 

 
 

Community & Academic Volunteer Service  
 

CURRENT 
04.2024 – Present SSSS Kink Article 

Database Project Co-
Lead 

Lead a project developed by the BDSM SIG of the SSSS 
professional organization to develop and maintain a searchable 
database of kink / BDSM academic articles and release to the 
public. An initial draft of this database and a presentation regarding 
it will be released at the SSSS November 2025 conference. 

01.2024 – Present APA BDSM Task Force Volunteered in various capacities for the newly developed APA 
BDSM Task Force. Focused on the awareness campaign helping 
to draft research guidelines for kink culturally competent research.  

03.2021 – Present NCSF Director Board 
Member 

Board Member for the National Coalition for Sexual Freedom. 
Participated on the Education and Outreach Program (EOP), 
Consent Counts, Kink Aware Professionals (KAP) Directory, and 
Research Committees. Chaired the fundraising committee from 
2021-2024. Managed the fetlife and blue sky social media 
accounts in accordance with the protocols set down by the 
spokesperson and PR committee. Co-presented conference 
presentations and tabled at multiple events distributing information 
to different communities. Participating in manuscript teams.  



 

09.2020 - Present AASECT Book Club 
Special Interest Group 
(SIG) Chair 

Found, lead, and managed this AASECT book club special interest 
group. Registered this SIG to be able to be an AASECT CE credit 
provider and managed this CE provision in accordance with 
AASECT standards and protocols.  

 
PAST 

04.2022 – 11.2025 SSSS Continuing 
Education Committee 
Volunteer 

Conducted continuing education coding reviews for the 2022, 
2023, 2024, and 2025 SSSS conferences proposals for AASECT 
learning areas as assigned by conference education committee 
chair. Conducted conference proposals evaluations for the 2025 
SSSS conference. 

12.2021 – 02.2026 TASHRA Research 
Scientist & Board 
Member 

Conducted multiple administrative tasks for The Alternative 
Sexuality Health Research Alliance (TASHRA) including 
registration with federal grant programming, policy development, 
and procedure development with a focus on equity and 
transparency. Participated on the grant committee, clinical training 
committee, multiple manuscript teams, multiple research teams, 
team leaders committee, and budget committee. Co-facilitated 
monthly consultation groups, co-taught courses, and co-presented 
at conferences on TASHRA research and clinical projects. Lead 
and participated on multiple other research projects facilitated by 
TASHRA. Appointed as a Scientist 12.2021. Appointed to the 
board 03.18.2022 and served as several officer roles including 
secretary and interim treasurer / CFO. Included Principal 
Investigator on the Authority Transfer Study and volunteering on 
the PrEP for kink study and the kink and flourishing studies.  Also 
participated with TASHRA’s International Kink Health Study (IKHS)  
as a lead research associated. On this team was one of three lead 
research assistants leading various activities related to survey 
design, outreach, networking, marketing, and publication.  

09.2025 – 10.2025 ACA Conference 
Volunteer 

Conducted phase 1 and 2 reviews for the 2026 conference 
proposals.  

Various 2025-
2023 

AASECT Conference 
Volunteer 

Conducted reviews for the 2024, 2025 and 2026 conference 
proposals. Co-facilitated the kinky bingo social event at the 2024 
conference. 

03.2025 IASR Conference 
Volunteer 

Conducted reviews for the 2025 International Academy of 
Sexuality Research conference proposals.  

02.2021 – 12.2022 CARAS Volunteer Mentored new career professionals and students through the 
CARAS mentorship program. Did blind reviews for the 2021 
CARAS-CLAW Conference. 

06.2021 – 10.2022 AASECT Volunteer Volunteered for DEI SPC Committee working group 3 and was the 
working group leader for 3 of the Strategic Planning Committee. 
These groups focused on increasing value to AASECT members. 
Also volunteered for the mentoring committee. This committee 
focused on brainstorming and building a free AASECT mentorship 
program separate from the certification supervision services. 

09.2020 – 07.2022 AASECT Continuing 
Education Committee 
Member 

Served as a certified committee member reviewing CE applications 
and helping with the development of the streamlined online 
application system. 

06.2021 – 05.2022 Sexual Diversity 
Support Group Leader 

Collaborated with other professionals and community leaders to 
create and provide administrative support for a support group for a 
sexual minority group.  

07.2021 – 09.2021 MOTE Conference 
Volunteer 

Helped with various administrative and website tasks for MOTE 
2021 conference. 

08.2017 – 06.2021 NMCCS Co-Chair Co-facilitated the New Mexico Couples Counseling Support group, 
facilitated the CE credits for the group, and presented to the group 
on various topics. 



 

12.2014 – 02.2016 Adoption Exchange 
Advisory Board Member 

Helped the advisory board with planning outreach, fund raising, 
and community education tasks. 

07.2011 – 03.2012 CASA of McKinley 
County 

Program development volunteer helping to develop a CASA 
program. 

11.2011 Road Runner Food 
Bank 

Volunteer for thanksgiving food box program. 

07.2010 – 07.2011 Big Brother / Big Sister 
of NM 

Mentored a school-age child including homework help and outdoor 
activities.  

10.2006 – 01.2007 Turning Point 
Counseling 

Volunteered to help with database, filing, and various office 
management tasks. 

01.2004 – 04.2004 Renovation Volunteer Renovation of community religious facilities in Nizhnii Novgorod, 
Russia 

06.1999 Hurricane Relief  Volunteer construction crew for two weeks in Dominican Republic. 
01.1998 – 12.2000 Meals on Wheels Volunteered for this program and other community beautification 

projects. 
05.1998 – 08.1998 YMCA Volunteer Day camp counselor / volunteer working with children and 

adolescents 
 

References available upon request 
Last updated 01.09.2026 


